THE  AUTHORITY  OF  CATHOLICISM
tween Empire and Papacy the divorce which he had steadily
tried to avoid since the beginning of his Italian policy. He
could have prevented the holding of the Council by the with-
drawal of the French garrison protecting Rome 'against its
occupation by the Italian troops, and forbore doing so, thus
indicating towards the final result of the Council a benevolent
neutrality or indifference, that probably fairly represented his
fundamental attitude. The fact is that, however reluctant he
might be to see the Pope declared infallible on matters involv-
ing not merely abstract dogma but the control of " Catholic
society"—i.e. politics—he simply dare not antagonize the
Church, whose support still appeared to him to be the sole
protection against the growing Liberal opposition, which in the
elections of May 1869 had obtained no less than ninety seats
in spite of the pressure exercised by the authorities on behalf
of official candidates. As the Council went on, and the pro-
vocative character of Papal policy became more and more
evident, Napoleon and the other Catholic Powers began to get
really uneasy. "We have the right to expect," he wrote to
his ambassador at the Vatican, " that the Church will not
create disorder in civil societies,*' but for concerted action
bold leadership by France was necessary, and less than ever
dare Napoleon take a line of action that would antagonize the
Church, since on the 8th May 1870 he was to make a direct
appeal to the whole French people, for the satisfactory result
of which Church support was essential. Although, therefore,
the French representatives of the opposition at Rome begged
him daily to interfere. Napoleon's ministers, refusing to admit
the real importance of the question, did nothing. The Council
of the Vatican was allowed to proceed freely to its inevitable
conclusion.1
Inevitable it was, we repeat, in spite of the desperate at-
tempts of a little minority, resolute on resistance up to the
utmost degree compatible with ultimate submission after the
1 This Ultramontane victory over the Liberal interference party was to a
considerable extent the work of Manning and Odo Russell as against DolHnger
and Acton. (See the account of the Vatican Council in Purcell's Life of Cardinal
Manning, vol. ii.)
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